BETHANY PIONEER CEMETERY (July 1857 to September 194)2

The Bethany pioneer cemetery contains many German headstones with names of people born in Silesia and
Posen whereas in Europe most of the Lutheran headstones in Silesia have been destroyed by war and
subsequent waves of migration. Note the strips of vineyard (Hufen) continuing over the creek to trees in the
more recent cemetery on Basedow Road in the background. The large gum tree on the left is thought to be
the site of the first church services in Bethany and as such is maintained.

The pioneer cemetery is also linked with early mission work among Aboriginal settlements in South
Australia. Pastor H. A. E. Meyer became the incumbent at Bethany after being the missionary at Encounter
Bay, where he documented the lives of the Indigenous people. His grave is in the historic Bethany cemetery.

Prominent People of early Bethany:

Heinrich Gerhard AHRENS 1 Feb 1818 to 24 July 1884. Age 67 yrs.

Personal servant to Governor Hindmarsch

Pastor G A Heidenreich 1866 — 1910




Heinrich August Eduard Meyer (1813 - 1862)

The Pioneer Cemetery at Bethany features the cast iron monument to Pastor H.A. E Meyer. The
pastor lived in a house built on the opposite side of the cemetery, now vacant land. A section of
the eastern side of the cemetery was reserved for children, reflecting the high child mortality rate

in the early years of settlement in Bethany.
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KARL ALBERT HERMANN GROSSER 1799 — 1849. The first Mayor of Bethany

-

THIS PLAQUE WAS ERECTED IN MEMORY OF AND AS A TRIBUTE
TO OUR PIONEER FOREBEARS:

KARL ALBERT HERMANN GROSSER
1789 — 1849
AND HIS WIFE

ANNA ROSINA nee WOGISCH
1802 — 1856

OF GRUENBERG IN THE PRUSSIAN FROVINCE OF SILESIA
THEY EMIGRATED FROM BAMBURG ON THE SHIF SKJOLD
ARRIVING, WITH SIX OF THEIR EIGHT CHILDREN,

AT PORT ADELAIDE OCTOBER 27, 1841
SETTLING HERE AT BETHANY EARLY 1842

THIS MEMORIAL UNVEILED BY DESCENDANTS
AT THE JUBILEE 150 REUNION, 1991.%

“TO -GOD BE THE GLORY!"




FRIEDRICH TOPP - Teacher at Bethany for 45 years. Born 1809 - Died 21 August 1892.
He died aged 82/3 yrs




